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of God," continues, " yet, notwithstanding, our full
persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth
and divine authority thereof is from the inward
work of the Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and
with the Word in our hearts." l

Thus, to sum up the whole matter in the words
of the great historian of Protestant theology, for
the Church of the Reformation, " the great original
certainty which attests all other truths, as it is not
the authority of the Church, so also it is not the
authority of the Canon of the Holy Scriptures
handed down by the Church. It is rather the
subject matter of the Word of God, which, however
different may be its forms of expression, is able
to attest itself to the hearts of men as the Word of
God by itself and its divine power." s

We may now see for ourselves how wholly wide
of the mark is the familiar taunt that Protestantism
did but substitute a paper Pope for him of Rome.
In point of fact it did no such thing. Having got
rid of one external authority it did not straightway
put itself into bondage to another. Yet was it
not therefore without authority. Free of men,
it was the more bound to God. An authority that
is simply imposed, a hard external thing, it would
not have ; but an authority that can impose itself,

1 SehafiPs Creeds of the Evangelical Protestant Churches, p. 603,
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